Comments on housing and homelessness from Outside In Women’s Group 21/08/12

Prevention

· ‘I am not aware of any homelessness prevention services. I think the key to prevention is secure housing tenancies and job contracts, access to education and support particularly around managing finances and relationships, and somewhere to go for advice before things get bad.’

· ‘Less women are picked up rough sleeping because they think ‘what will I face? I might be raped or attacked’, they stay in difficult situations rather than taking that risk.’
· ‘There needs to be more marketing on what services are out there for women experiencing homelessness.’
Services for women
· ‘I know some women prefer mixed hostels. In my experience, some of the issues of living in mixed provision include a lack of privacy, particularly when you have to share facilities such as bathrooms. Also sometimes there was not enough female support staff available. There are certain issues to do with health or relationships for which I would prefer to talk to female staff but depending on shift patterns this was not always possible.’
· ‘In my borough, WDP provide a women’s group one morning per week. They look at issues such as domestic abuse. It is helpful to women, especially those who have had bad experiences with men and don’t feel comfortable to talk about these things in mixed groups. As far as I am aware that is the only women’s only space like that in my borough and there needs to be more. It would be helpful if there could be a support network for homeless women so they could access support in other boroughs too.’
Moving on

· ‘Moving on is all about getting back self esteem. Having opportunities to volunteer and help others, and hear others inspirational stories is important.’
