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Macarthur Youth Connections has two programs: Currawong Accommodation Service and the Macarthur Supported Living Program. These programs target young women who have been identified as homeless or at risk of homelessness.








Client Quote: ‘I think coming to MYC was definitely a very good thing that has happened to me because I feel like the staff care about what happens to me and my life, it is really nice (16 y.o. female client)








Target Groups


Macarthur Youth Connections accepts referrals for young women who are homeless or at risk of homelessness with priority given to those already living in the Macarthur area. Medium to long term accommodation with 24 hour onsite staff support is provided at the Currawong Accommodation Service to young women, between the ages of 14-18 years. Macarthur Supported Living Program is available to young women aged 16—21 years who are ready to live more independently.  Units are provided by local community housing providers and ongoing case management and life skills training is provided to the young clients of the service.  An outreach program is provided to young people aged 14— 21 years who exit our service but still require support, assistance and guidance.


Referrals can be made by the young person, their family or other community and government organisations. Referrals are received from throughout the Sydney metropolitan area.


Many of the young people accessing services at Macarthur Youth Connections have a range of complex needs and issues including:  challenging behaviours, mental health issues, limited engagement with education and training, poor physical health and poor social/relationship skills.  This usually stems from experiences of childhood trauma, abuse and neglect, including: parental drug and alcohol abuse, domestic violence and poverty.


Macarthur Youth Connections accommodates up to 12 clients and provides one off services and outreach support for up to 20 clients at any given time.


Clients leaving Currawong Accommodation Service often move to the Macarthur Supported Living Program or another Semi Independent Unit. Some young people are able to reconcile with family. Young people exiting the Macarthur Supported Living Program usually move into independent living.





Service Activities


The key activities of this service are: the provision of housing and accommodation, financial and employment support, assessment and referral to specialist services, general support and advocacy, needs assessment and case management.


Macarthur Youth Connections provides support through case management delivered by a team of community service workers that assist young people with personal development and living skills.


Outcomes


In the past 12 months we have accommodated 19 young women, provided outreach programs to 14 young women and assisted 89 people (including outside our target group) as casual/one off points of assistance.  


Outcomes for our clients have included maintaining long term accommodation, gaining skills and knowledge to manage financial pressures including debt, increased self sufficiency and self reliance, improved emotional, physical, mental and sexual health.  Young people have the opportunity to develop relationships and understanding with family and community. In the past year 87% reached their goals with financial matters, 95% reached their goals with Mental Health issues and 95% reached goals set with Education and Training.











Funding Sources


Macarthur Youth Connections is jointly funded by Community Services and Mission Australia and are in partnership with Housing NSW who maintain the properties where services are delivered.





Mission Australia


Mission Australia is one of the nation’s leading charities and community service organisations, having helped change the lives of individuals and families in need for almost 150 years.  Mission Australia’s vision is ‘to see a fairer Australia by enabling people in need to find pathways to a better life’.  Mission Australia currently operates more than 450 services throughout metropolitan, rural and regional Australia – in every state and territory.  Our services are made up of community, employment and training services aiming to provide: 


Pathways away from homelessness;


Pathways to strong families and healthy, happy children;


Pathways through a successful youth;


Pathways to skills and qualifications; and


Pathways to sustainable employment





Contact Information


Macarthur Youth Connections


76 Currawong Street, Ingleburn


Tel: (02) 9605 1817


Fax: (02) 96185438


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.missionaustralia.com.au" ��www.missionaustralia.com.au� 





























